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Noun 

All case-forming affixes are affected by juncture sandhi and by the laws of 
vowel harmony Thus the accusative ending has 16 allomorphs: 4 initials (n, 
dy t, d) X 4 vowels (i, e = [a], o, o). 

Specimen declension: bala 'child', pi. balalar: 







Singular 


Plural 




genitive 


balanig 


balaJardig 




dative 


balaya 


bala.lar.ya 


1 


accusative 


balani 


bala.lar.di 


1 1 


locative 


balala 


bala.larda 


^ a J 


ablative 


balanan 


bala.lar.dan 



1 1 I Plural affix: lar (i.e. 4 initials x 2 vowels: /, t, d, 6, aid): e.g. kul lake', pi. 

r I kuldar; taw 'mountain', pi. tawdar. 

I ® THE POSSESSIVE AFFIXES 

5 Specimen paradigm as attached to bala 'boy': 

d I 
:|3 Singular possessor Plural possessor 

: < g 

; ^ X 1 balam balabid 

' 2 1 2 balag balayid 

^ 3 balahi balalari 

Example: basqort tele{neij) grammatikahi 'a grammar of the Bashkir lang- 
uage' {tele = Turkish dil language'). 

Adjective 

As attribute, adjective precedes noun and is invariable. When independent, it 
behaves as nominal, taking all case affixes, the plural marker, and the 
possessive markers. Also used adverbially: e.g. yaqsi bala 'good boy'; yaqsi 
uqiy 'he reads well'. 

Pronoun 

PERSONAL INDEPENDENT 

Sing. 1 min, 2 hin, 3 ul; pi. 1 bod, 2 hod, 3 ular. These are decHned in all cases: 
e.g. for min: miner), miijQ, mine, min^n, mindo. 
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN 

bil 'this'; iw/ Hhat' 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 

^^m 'who?'; ni InoyI, 'what?' 

Verb 

JaNSSSR, Vol II, hsts five voices and six moods, with standard markers 
(see Turkish Languages) in their Bashkir format. Thus, for example, the 
conditional marker - in Turkish -sa- - appears here as -ha< bar.ham 'if I go'. 

MOODS 

Moods may be sub-divided into (a) those that take the predicative suffixes, 
and (b) those that take the possessive suffixes with certain changes: e.g. the 
ending of the first person plural is -q instead of -bid; of third person sing. 0. 

(a) The predicative suffixes are: 

Singular Plural 

1 ~mVn -bVa 

2 -hVn -hVgVd 
3-0 -0 + IVr {or -IVrdVar) 

where V = 9, z, o, o, and V2 = aid. 

Only the intentional mood takes the predicative affixes; the marker is 

12 -maqsi-: bar.maqsi.min 'I intend to go'. 

^< 

g g (b) Moods taking possessive affixes: 

^ < 

^ "■ conditional: bar. ha. m 'if I go' 

5 a. necessitative: bar.ahim.bar 'I have to go' 

I g subjunctive: barir inem 'that I should go' 

^ The imperative mood has in second person singular; -gi in second person 

plural. 

The tenses of the indicative mood are similarly sub-divided by predicative or 
possessive ending: 

(a) Predicative ending: 

present: bar.a.min 'I go' 

future: bar.a.saq.min 'I shall go' 

reported past: banyan. mm '(it seems that) I went' 
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(b) Possessive suffixes: 

past definite: bandhm 1 went' 

past habitual: bar.aJoryam.m 1 was in the habit of going' 

relative past: barMJnem 'when I went . . . ' 

PASSIVE VOICE 

The marker is -l/n-. 

NEGATION 

The general negative marker is 'ma/md-, unstressed, following the stem: e.g. 
yaha 'to make', yahdma 'not to make'; kit- 'to go', kitmd 'not to go'. To 
negate certain verbal forms, e.g. those with -asaq-, -bar-, the negating 
particles yoq and tugel are used: e.g. baryanim yoq 'I didn't go (in general)'. 

PARTICIPIAL FORMS 

-yan, -ir, -yas are used in the formation of compound tenses and of relative 
1 1 clauses: e.g. 

barir kese/barasaq kese 'the man who is coming/will come' 
kilganende belmanem 'I didn't know you had come' 
uqiy toryan kitap 'the book that is being read' 

Postpositions 
Examples: 

following nominative: mengn 'with'; oson 'for', e.g. xahq oson Tor the 
people'; 

following genitive of pronoun: menon 'with', e.g. hineri menon 'with you'; 

following dative: saqli 'until', e.g. biyilya saqli 'until this year'; 

following ablative: birle 'since, from', e.g. koddon birle 'from autumn on- 
wards'. 

Such postpositions as /a0/ 'down', /ceO/ 'up', art 'behind' follow dative, 
locative, or ablative as required for sense (rest in a place or motion towards/ 
from a place). 

Loanwords in Bashkir 

Russian and Arabic loans are illustrated in the following sentence: 

Sovyet vlase yildarmda basqort xalqmm sd^biote hsm iskusstvohi 

ismismdan sosko atmya olgaste. 
In the years of Soviet rule the literature and art of the Bashkir people 

really came to bloom.' 
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(b) Possessive suffixes: 

past definite: ban dim 1 went' 

past habitual: har.a.toryam.m 'I was in the habit of going' 

relative past: bar.aAnem 'when I went, . . ' 

PASSIVE VOICE 

The marker is -///?-. 

NEGATION 

The general negative marker is -malma-, unstressed, following the stem: e.g. 
yaha 'to make', yahdma 'not to make'; kit- 'to go', kitmii 'not to go'. To 
negate certain verbal forms, e.g. those with -asaq-, -bar-, the negating 
particles yoq and tugel are used: e.g. baryanim yoq 'I didn't go (in general)'. 

g PARTICIPIAL FORMS 

3 ^ 'jan, -ir, -yas are used in the formation of compound tenses and of relative 

\ I clauses: e.g. 

II I barir kese/barasaq ke§e 'the man who is coming/will come' 

I I I kilganende belmanem 'I didn't know you had come' 
I" I uqiy toryan kitap 'the book that is being read' 

i ® Postpositions 

I 

^ I Examples: 

\ 1 1 following nominative: menQU 'with'; oson 'for', e.g. xaliq oson 'for the 

1 1 1 people'; 

' s i following genitive of pronoun: mengn 'with', e.g. hineri meriQn 'with you'; 

^ ^ following dative: saqh 'until', e.g. biyilya saqli 'until this year'; 

9 < following ablative: birle 'since, from', e.g. koddm birle 'from autumn on- 

I i wards'. 

< 

I Such postpositions as /a0/ 'down', /oee/ 'up', art 'behind' follow dative, 

I X locative, or ablative as required for sense (rest in a place or motion towards/ 

I o from a place). 

^ Loanwords in Bashkir 

Russian and Arabic loans are illustrated in the following sentence: 

Sovyet vlase yildarmda basqort xalqinm sdobiste ham iskusstvohi 

isimsmdan saska atiuya olgsste. 
'In the years of Soviet rule the literature and art of the Bashkir people 

really came to bloom.' 
Vlase < vlasf 'power, rule' (Russian); iskusstvo 'art' (Russian); sovyet 
'Soviet' (Russian); xalq 'people' (Arabic); odobidt 'literature', 'culture' 
(Arabic). 

Word order 

As normal in Turkic. 



